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ACTS X. 29. 
Be 


’ I ASK THBREFORE FOR WHAT INTENT YE HAVE SENT FOR ME. 


Prerer, a minister of the Lord Jesus Christ, was ready 
to preach the gospel wherever a door was open for his 
reception. During his residence at Joppa, he received 
a pressing invitation from a person of distinction at 
Czesarea, a few miles distant, to come to him in the 
character of a teacher. Peter, by divine direction, ac- 
companied the messengers to the abode of Cornelius ; 
and finding a multitude assembled on the occasion, 
though he could not doubt the honesty of their inten- 
tions, or that the thing was of the Lord, yet he wished 
to know more particularly from them their object in 
calling him, and what they expected him to do. They 
had manifested a desire to hear him preach; but did 
they really wish him to instruct them in the whole will 
of God? Or was there some other motive in the affair 
which they did not see fit to divulge? Cornelius hav- 
ing satisfied him on this point, he consented to be their 
preacher. | 
Possibly some of my ministerial brethren may think 
my text leads to a different train of thought from that I 
shall pursue. My object will be to glance at some of 
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the various motives, which may be supposed to actuate 
people, in wishing to have a Christian minister among 
them. 

Will it be denied that fashion has its influence in 
this great concern? Make us a king that we may be 
like all other nations. We know who uttered this 
request. Does a similar spirit, on a reduced'scale, pre- 
vail in some religious societies, or in a certain portion 
of them? Jt is the general custom in New-England, 
in this section of it more especially, for every able and 
regularly organized parish to have a settled minister. 
If any remain long destitute, without an effort to sup- 
ply themselves, it is deemed a reproach. ‘Their neigh- 
bors begin to cast a frowning look upon them and to 
say, That is a people who despise the word of the 
Lord and have shut out his ordinances from them ; they 
are heathens in a christian land, and know not how to 
prize the means of grace. ‘To avoid the stigma of sin- 
cularity, and the disapprobation of those they esteem, 
may move some hands to the work, which would other- 
wise re nain inactive. 

Let this motive have its weight if a better cannot be 
called into operation. It is always more honorable and 
safe to help the friends of God in their endeavors to 
serve him, even if the heart be not with them, than to 
take part with his enemies. He is able to produce a 
happy result, and to make men instrumental of good to 
themselves and others, though they mean not so. 

To obtam countenance and support in their opinions 
and determinations may be the motive of some. Are 
there any whose religious creed is formed, and who, in 
forming it, leaned too much to their own understand- 
ing, paying little regard to the holy scriptures? Are: 
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they established in their principles and determined to 
abide by them, without any further serious examination 
of the subject? Such persons feel competent, of them- 
selves, to direct their steps, and wish for no additional 
light or instruction from men more deeply read in the 
word of God. ‘Their motive, in calling a minister to 
settle with them, is not, that he may so teach and illus- 
trate the momentous truths of the gospel, as to give 
them a better acquaintance with its doctrines and pre- 
cepts and correct their errors, if they have imbibed any. 
But they hope he may be induced to confirm them in 
their opinions, whether right or wrong, and cause them 
to feel quiet and easy in their situation. People, who 
have embraced sentiments differing materially from 
those of many whom they consider good men, and 
which they are resolved at all hazards to retain, are 
often extremely anxious that others should adopt their 
views, that ministers especially should espouse and de- 
fend them. Thus Micaiah, though a prophet of the 
Lord, from whom truth alone should have been expect- 
ed or sought, was importuned to coincide, in his coun- 
sels, with what the false prophets had uttered. One 
reason, doubtless, was that he might not disturb the 
peace of Ahab or lead him to change his purposes. 
There were others, who wished the prophets, in defi- 
ance of divine truth, would preach to them smooth and 
deceitful things as more congenial with their precon- 
ceived opinions and strong propensities. Can such 
motives and such conduct be approved? Will the holy 
God give his sanction to them? Hear his declaration, 
in connexion with the scripture last alluded to. ‘This 
is a rebellious people, lying children, children that will 
not hear the word of the Lard,” 
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Near akin to this class, are those who wish to be 
flattered in their sins, or in a stupid neglect of religion, 
and to be told there is no cause of cae they shall 
have peace though they follow their own counsels and 
act as their unsanctified hearts dictate. 

A ea to be entertained with something novel and 
interesting to the imagination, may induce people to. 
make efforts to obtain a preacher. ‘There is in most 
minds a thirst for knowledge and a degree of pleasure 
felt in receiving it. They have a curiosity to hear 
something they have not heard, or to hear old things 
Oe in anew and different light. Even things, 
not believed, sometimes excite an interest, and are lis- 
tened to with attention. ‘Thus the men of Athens were 
anxious to hear what new things, the apostle could tell 
them, and to know more of the new and strange doc- 
trine which he brought to their ears. All persons, cer- 
tainly, ought to feel the deepest interest in gospel truth, 
allie pious really do. But in preaching the gospel, 
things are not unfrequently brought to view that will 
arrest the attention of hearers who have nothing, less at 
heart, than religious instruction. If the preacher pos- 
sess some degree of ingenuity and some skill in theart 
of reasoning, he will be able to illustrate his subject 

such clearness, and to enforce his arguments so 
powerfully, that the philosophic, as well as the pious 
mind, .will be agreeably entertamed. This curiosity 
God is able to overrule for good, to cause his word to 
be heard with attention, and if he please, to make it 
effecttal to the salvation of souls. But a higher mo- 
tive ought to actuate rational, accountable creatures 
with respect to the weighty concerns of religion. When 
divine truth, or that which fully accords with it, is pre 
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sented by the preacher, it is the Lord of heaven and 
earth that speaks, and all ears should be open to hear 
what he saith, that the heart may be instructed and 
improved. 

People may be pleased with the style and manner of 
a particular preacher, and therefore wish him to abide 
with them, that they may have an oportunity to hear 
him often. It is well if a minister is able to clothe his 
ideas in handsome language and to present them im 
such a manner as to interest his audience. It is to be 
hoped that truth so happily addressed to the ear will 
find its way to the heart and make a salutary impres- 
sion there. But there is danger that it will be other- 
wise, that the hearers, listening with too much delight 
to the sound, will loose the sense and not suitably re- 
gard the important instruction designed to be given. If 
it be so; what are they profited? What is style or 
manner, if the mind rest upon it and is satisfied, com- 
pared with the naked, unadorned truth, when it comes 
home to the conscience and the heart? It is but as 
chaff to the wheat. Approbation of the style and man- 
ner of the preacher will not ensure obedience to the 
word of God. ‘Lo, thou art unto them as a very 
lovely song of one that hath a pleasant voice, and can 
play well on an instrument; for they hear thy words, 
but they do them not.” ‘I’o listen to the preaching of 
the gospel merely for amusement, as we would to an 
enchanting song, or to the exhibitions of the theatre, 
argues a deplorable state of feeling. It must be highly 
provoking to God who wills us to hear that our souls 
may live. 

Habit is not without its influence in exciting to the 
settlement and support of the gospel ministry. The 
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descendants of the pious pilgrims, the fathers of New- 
England, it were natural to conclude have been trained 
up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. From 
early childhood they have been taught to reverence the 
house and worship of Jehovah. ‘The parents statedly 
attended public worship and took their households with 
them. Children, thus taught and guided and accus- 
tomed to enter the sanctuary on the christian sabbath, 
to hear the throne of grace addressed and divine truth 
dispensed, have contracted a kind of relish for the em- 
ployment, and when arrived at adult age cannot, at 
once, so thoroughly change as to be willing to forsake 
the assembling of themselves together. Habit has be- 
come a second nature; and they know not well how 
to dispose of themselves on the day of sacred rest if de- 
prived of the holy convocation, for want of one to lead 
in its devotions. ‘There is a peculiar regard for the 
spot and for the house, to which in younger. life we 
were wont to repair with our fathers and brethren and 
friends and neighbors, and unite in the services of reli- 
gion. Even the road that leads thither and the ob- 
jects near it have a kind of sacredness attached to them, 
which can scarcely fail to affect the mind with serious 
pleasure, particularly on the Lord’s day. Will not 
these considerations account for the solicitude which 
some people, not true friends to God and religion, 
manifest to have a minister resident with them? A 
moment’s reflection will convince us that some better 
principle is necessary for moral agents, whose immor- 
tal souls are in jeopardy, and who need an interest in 
him that gave his life for the world. This .however 
shows the importance of good parental instruction and 
example, and of the early acquirement of correct habits. 
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Are there people who like to resort to the place of 
worship on the sabbath to show themselves and to see 
others P ‘They love to be seen with their best attire, in 
Which they may appear to greater advantage than in 
their ordinary dress; and may be viewed by more at 
once than on common occasions. ‘They have friends 
and acquaintances whom they wish to meet, that they 
may converse together on things which be near their 
hearts. If religion and its concerns were the topics of 
discourse, and conversed upon in a proper manner, it 
would be well. Their conversation, so far from pro- 
faning the day, would accord with its design, and 
might be of essential benefit. But do not worldly con- 
cerns too much, if not wholly, engross their attention ° 
Do not their secular interests and occupations and often 
their vain amusements, fill their minds and employ their 
tongues? ‘That the divine law of the sabbath is too 
often thus violated there can be no reasonable doubt. 
Does a propensity to this evil, and the desire of an op- 
portunity to indulge it, go far with some persons to in- 
duce them to frequent the house of God on his holy day, 
under pretext of worshipping him? If so, we can easily 
conjecture why such people should not wish to be 
without a minister. That they will be very attentive 
hearers of the truth or be materially benefited by what 
they hear, there is but little ground of hope. Yet God 
may change the heart and turn the thoughts into a dif- 
ferent channel, he may break up the fallow ground and 
cause the good seed to enter and take deep root. In 
that case they will be redeemed from their vain conversa- 
tion and learn to speak of things interesting to the soul. 

The order and prosperity of society are thought, by 
some people, to be greatly promoted by the stated min- 
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istrations of the gospel. Does not this consideration 
move some to wish for the enjoyment of them? It is 
unquestionably true, that where the word preached 
takes no deep hoid of the heart, so as to reconcile that 
to God, it does much to restrain vice, to promote the 
social virtues, and consequently the temporal wellbeing 
of the people who hear it. Here the words of an emi- 
nent christian poet may be aptly adduced. 


I say, the pulpit, in the sober use 

Of its legitimate peculiar powers, 

Must stand acknowledg’d, while the world shall stand, 
The most important and effectual guard, 

Support, and ornament, of virtue’s cause. 


This 1s doubtless correct, whether we understand 
virtue to mean vital religion or common morality. It 
is by the word of God, and chiefly by the word preach- 
ed, as the means, that the heart is renovated and sanc- 
tified ; and it is by the influence of the same word, that 
many unsanctified men are held back from the commis- 
sion of mischievous crimes and kept within the bounds 
of decency and sobriety in their conduct. True it is, 
much may be done by the instruction and example of 
pious parents, to lead their children and others in the 
paths of wisdom. But it should be recollected that a 
pious parent is a rare thing in a place which has long 
been destitute of the gospel ministry and other means of 
religion. It is a lamentable fact, confirmed by the tes- 
timony of transient visitants and temporary residents, 
that too many parents in such places, instead of at- 
tempting to guide their children in the way of virtue, 
lead them in the opposite direction. It must be granted 
the same is true, where the preaching of the gospel and 
sanctuary privileges are enjoyed; but usually not in an 
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equal degree. Where the gospel is statedly and faith- 
fully preached it will have some measure of happy influ- 
ence. ‘here are instances in which its power is won- 
derful, to the pulling down of the strong holds of sin, 
to the turning of the heart to God, and of the feet to 
the way of holmess. ‘The benefit which is thought to 
accrue to society, by regular and wholesome instruction 
from the sacred desk, without taking into view human 
accountability and the future state, may well be suppo- 
sed to actuate some people in their efforts to obtam a 
minister. What security can we have of our property 
and lives, say they, or what confidence can we put in 
men, if all religious restraint be taken off? It might 
also be asked, What restraint can there be in religion 
if it look not beyond the present life, and have no bear- 
ing upon the final destiny of the soul? It is conceded, 
religion is good, very good, for men in this world, but | 
infinitely greater,is its value considered as qualifying 
them for happiness in the world to come. 

Inconsiderate persons may hope, that by having a 
minister of the gospel among them and the institutions 
of religion regularly observed, they shall secure the di- 
vine favor and escape the judgments to which they 
might otherwise be exposed. “The temple of the 
Lord, the temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord.” 
What evil can- befall us if the temple of the Lord be 
with us and its holy rites regarded? Certainly if we 
make a right use of our privileges, we shall have the 
favor of God, and his judgements need not make us 
afraid. But the above circumstance of having advan- 
tages, for knowing and serving the Lord, will avail 
nothing in favor of those by whom they are misim- 
proved. Abused privileges will provoke God to anger 
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and call down a greater weight of wrath than if they 
had not been enjoyed. ‘The vengeance of the Lord 
God and the vengeance of his temple,” will surely fall 
on such daring offenders. ‘ Verily, verily, I say unto 
you, it shall be more tolerable for Sodom and Gomor- 
rah in the day of judgement than for that city.” 

Love for the gospel inclines good people to listen to 
its truths, and to make provision, that they may be con- 
stantly and faithfully preached. ‘The word is to them 
a feast of fat things, sweet to the taste, and affording 
substantial and healthful nourishment. Without this 
life-eiving and life-preserving food their souls would 
starve. ‘The word is also a lamp to their feet, their 
guide and helper in the path they tread. They are en- 
lightened by its instructions, warned by its counsels, 
quickened by its precepts, supported and comforted by 
its promises, and conducted in the way of righteous- 
ness. Deprived of its cheering light and animating 
truths, they would grope in the dark and be likely to 
grow weary and faint in the way. ‘The preaching of 
the gospel in its purity improves their acquaintance 
with God whom they love and helps them to commune 
with him. It gives them further knowledge of them- 
selves, shows what is still wrong and their need of 
being renewed day by day. Can their attachment to 
that which is so pleasant, useful and necessary, excite 
our wonder? It is to be expected that persons of this 
character will desire to have a minister of our holy re- 
ligion to abide with them as their teacher, and if desti- 
tute, that they will make persevering exertions to obtain 
their desire. 

Good men have also an anxiety for others; for the 
christian spirit is benevolent. Having tasted in some 
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measure the joys of religion they have no disposition to 


-monopolise them, bat wish them extended far and wide. 


Especially are they desirous their friends and neighbors 
may share in the blessings they have obtained. Know- 
ing that the law of the Lord is perfect, converting the 
soul, that his gospel nrakes the simple wise, they are 
willing to do much to promote these glorious ends ; 
that sinners may escape the punishment God has threa- 


' tened, and obtain the happiness of heaven. For these 


reasons they, like Cornelius, send for a preacher, to 
tell them words whereby not only themselves and. 
households but all as many as will may be saved. Who 
shall say their reasons are not good or withhold from 
them the meed of commendation ? 

Is there not still another class who, without giving 
evidence of saving conversion or indulging a hope that 
they have experienced it, are rationally convinced of its 
necessity and therefore wish to enjoy the means by 
which it is usually effected? Aware that faith cometh 
by hearing the gospel, and that in order to hear they 
must have a preacher, they are ready to make very 
laudable efforts to obtain their object. All that in their 
opinion can be consistently done they are willing to do, 
to effect the settlement of a gospel minister over them. 
This inquiring spirit we are pleased to witness, hoping, 
that he who has put it into their hearts to seek instruc- 
tion, will so order in his providence, that they shall 
obtain it, that he has rich mercy in store for them and 
for their children and for many others with whom they 
are connected. | 

I have done what I promised. Some of the many 
motives which may be thought to influence people in 
the call and settlement of a christian minister are before 
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you. For their motives men must be judged by the 
searcher of hearts, and according to the recutude or 
sincerity of them will they be rewarded. Whatever be 
the excitement to action, in any given case, the con- 
duct of those who seek to hear the preaching of the 
true gospel tends to good and gladdens the hearts of 
the people of God. The language of the apostle, in 
view of the different motives good and bad which stir- _ 
red up many to preach the gospel, during his imprison- 
ment, at Rome, may safely be adopted here. ‘ Not- 
withstanding every way, whether in pretence or in 
truth, Christ is preached ; and I therein do rejoice, yea, 
and will rejoice.”’ ‘There is reason to hope the word 
of God dispensed by his ministers will not return to 
him void, but that many will be made to feel its power 
and be led to yield unreserved submission to his will. 
On the present interesting occasion, and in connex- 
ion with what has been said, my brethen and friends of 
this church and society, will deem it neither unseasona- 
ble nor impertinent, if they are requested seriously to 
examine the motives which have influenced them in the 
measures adopted for the resettlement of the gospel 
ministry. The unanimity, zeal and promptitude of 
your movements have been remarkable ; and the can- 
dor you have exercised, not less so. Scarcely was 
your late worthy and beloved pastor recalled by him 
whose servant he was, when you arose, though differ- 
ing, somewhat in your ideas of gospel truth, as with 
one heart and one mind to procure a successor. No 
member of the society has attempted to clog the wheels 
of your operations. ‘The proffered means of support 
are quite satisfactory to your pastor elect and to his 
friends. ‘There can be no question that He, in whose 


15 


hands your hearts all are, has given you the disposition 
to go forward thus cheerfully and harmoniously in the 
good cause. But while we acknowledge his agency 
and rejoice in the result; while we pray for the contin- 
ued peace and prosperity of his spiritual Jerusalem in 
this place; it cannot be improper to call on you, my 
respected friends, to scrutinize your motives in what 
you have done and are still doing. Has a desire to 
please and honor God our saviour, to benefit your own 
souls and the souls of others, and thus to promote the 
interests of the Redeemer’s kingdom, been the moving 
principle f ‘Then you have the approbation of him 
who seeth in secret and 1s acquainted with the thoughts 
of the heart. ‘rue, he is able to overrule any unhal- 
lowed design to the accomplishment of his most wise 
and holy purposes; yet none, but such as are in them- 
selves right, can be acceptable to him. If you are 
actuated by a right spirit you will choose that your 
minister ‘‘shall come to you in the fulness of the bles- 
sing of the gospel of Christ.” You will choose he shall 
declare to you all the truth in the most lucid, pungent 
and impressive manner. If you have any true desire to 
know the way of life, nothing which God has spoken, 
especially nothing which relates to his own character, 
to the moral state of man, or to your eternal welfare, 
will you wish him to keep back. Should the arrows 
of divine truth seem ready to prick you to the heart, as 
they did Peter’s hearers on the day of Pentacost, you 
will not strive to ward them off; but let them pierce 
and break the flinty stubborn thing, that it may be 
moulded anew and conformed to the image of him who 
created it. Anxious to see what evil thought or evil 
way is in you, that it may be abandoned, you will suf- 
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fer your minister to search you with divine truth as 
with a candle; and the more he shows you what is 
wrong in your hearts and lives, the more you will love 
him, and bless God who has given him grace to be 
faithful. Should you occasionally hear unwelcome 
truths, trying and humiliating in the extreme, and such, 
as you are ready to think, might have been withheld, 
you will in the exercise of that candor, Which has al- 
ready been so conspicuous in your conduct, consider 
that your minister received not his commission from 
men, but from the Lord of glory, to whom he is ac- 
countable for the use he shall: make of it. He is not 
therefore to be a manpleaser, but to please his divme 
Master. ‘The gospel, he is to preach, is from the same 
source. . He is not to choose what he will preach and 
what he will not preach, but to declare all that God 
has spoken. Unless he aims to do this he may be 
a philosopher, he may be a moralist, he may occupy 
the place of a christian minister, but he will not, he 
cannot be a gospel preacher. ‘The gospel of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ as far exceeds that cold and 
empty thing called moral virtue, which is sometimes 
substituted for it, as the wisdom of God exceeds the 
wisdom of men. | 

Trusting, my brethren, that you fully expect the gos- 
pel will be preached to you as it came down from hea- 
ven, we pray God to give you the hearing ear and to 
cause you to understand, receive and obey his holy 
truth. May your minister prove to you a rich blessing, 
an instrument of everlasting good to your souls and to 
the souls of your children. ‘To this end be instant in 
prayer for him, that he may not be appalled, by that 
fear of man which bringeth a snare, but with all bold- 
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ness and fidelity, deliver to you the message, he has 
received of the Lord. Much depends on your humble, 
fervent and unwearied intercessions, at the throne of 
grace, for him who is to be set over you in the Lord. 
He will greatly need them, and every other encourage- 
ment and support you can give him in the discharge of 
his duty. Consider his work will be arduous and dif- 
ficult ; that he will be responsible to the holy and heart 
searching God for the manner in which he shall per- 
form it. He cannot deviate from the word of the Lord, 
but at the peril of his soul; yet by adhering strictly to 
it he may give offence to some whose friendship he 
would highly esteem. Consider also, that he is not 
only a man like yourselves, of similar passions and feel- 
ings, but a young man, with no small share of the na- 
tural timidity and coyness of youth; that he will have 
to plead the cause of his Master before a great assem- 
bly ; to counsel, warn and sound an alarm in the ears 
of many much older than himseif, vea of some, that are 
elder than his father. With all these things in view, 
will he not need the aid of Heaven and of yourselves ? 
Is there not reason to fear, that except you strengthen 
his hands and encourage his heart, by your prayers, by 
your consoling language and other acts of kindness, he 
will shrink from the task assigned him? ‘ Then said 
I, Ah, Lord God, behold I cannot speak, for | ama 
child.” Ifa prophet, to whom the Lord condescended 
to talk face to face as a man talketh with his friend, 
felt so incompetent and so reluctant barely to proclaim 
the word that was put into his mouth, judge what must 
be the feelings of your young minister in declaring un- 
pleasant truth, who can make no pretensions to such 
an extraordinary commission or signal honor. Pray for. 
re) 
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him, brethren, and pray for yourselves, that you may 
not be left to despise the divine message, though from 
the mouth of a child, and to choose one which the Lord 
hath not sent but which men have invented. 


My Dear Son, 

Although the discourse, thus far, has not been di- 
rected to you, yet the bearing it has both upon your 
character and upon the matter and manner of your 
preaching to this respected people cannot have escaped 
your notice. In attending to the different kinds of mo- 
tives which induce people to have a minister and to 
hear preaching, the thought must have struck you that 
preachers also, are liable to be influenced by motives 
which are not good. Does not this admonish you to 
search your own heart, to see what mainly led you to 
enter upon the sacred work, and now to consent to take 
the oversight of a beloved flock of God? Was it to 
serve your adorable Creator and to improve your talents 
for him, as you thought the most usefully? Or was. 
there and is there still some carnal, selfish motive at 
the bottom, which you dare not avow, which you are 
afraid to see in a true light, and which you can hardly 
endure in thought? I know not that you are suspected 
of sinister motives in this great undertaking. But you 
will do well to judge yourself with a critick’s eye and 
in the spirit of a faithful censor. ‘If our heart con- 
demn us, God is greater than our heart, and knoweth 
all things. But if our heart condemn us not, then have 
we confidence toward God.” 

Does not the consideration, that people should choose 
to hear the truth as it is in Jesus, clearly suggest that 
ministers ought carefully and conscientiously to preach 
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the truth without alloy 2? How shall they hear the 
truth if it be not spoken’? And how shall they be able, 
accurately, to distinguish between truth and falsehood 
if an unhallowed mixture of both be presented? A 
minister, of all men, ought to know what the gospel is, 
and to be able to declare it intelligibly. 

And now, my son, what are your feelings and inten-— 
tions in regard to the work you have commenced and 
in regard to the people with whom you are about to be 
connected by a most endearing tie? I would not anti- 
cipate the solemn charge you are to receive from my 
brother in the Lord, yet, in view of all circumstances, 
it cannot be deemed improper thus to address you a 
word by way of query and parental advice. Do you 
Jove the work so far as you are able to judge from a 
short experience ? And do you intend to be faithful in 
it? Will you humbly and perseveringly pray Ged to 
make you faithful? Do you love this people and earn- 
estly desire their salvation? Unquestionably you are 
to love all men, and as Providence points out the way, 
seek the highest interest of the world in general. But 
there arereasons why you should have a peculiar affection 
for this church and society. ‘The invariable kindness 
with which they have treated you, their unanimous 
election of you as their pastor, teacher and spiritual 
guide, the circumstances that you are, under God, to 
depend on them for the means of subsistence ; above 
all, that you are to be a savour of life unto life, or of 
death unto death to their precious souls, and to appear 
as a witness for or against them at the bar of God, 
ought to bring them very near your heart. if you have 
a true regard for them you will manifest it by faithful 
and unwearied efforts to do them good. You will not 
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seck theirs but them. Not to gain their applause and 
drain their purses by flattery and deceit, will be your 
leading object, but to obey God by endeavoring to 
promote their eternal welfare. You will therefore 
speak to them as you have opportunity all that God 
has bidden you; boldly defending the holy gospel to 
the conviction, if possible, of gainsayers, warning 
every man and teaching every man in all wisdom, 
that you may through grace present every man 
perfect in Christ Jesus. In your conversation and 
habitual deportment, you will aim to be an exam- 
ple to the flock, and an example to them that are 
without. In fine you will yourself strictly obey the 
gospel, you preach to others, and live godly in Christ 
Jesus. Your own salvation, no less than the salvation 
of your hearers, will depend on your fidelity. If you 
are faithful, you will save yourself, and it is to be hoped 
many that hear you, if unfaithful there is great reason 
to fear you will all perish together. Be determined 
then not to handle the word of God deceitfully, nor to 
do any thing which would be a stumbling block im the 
path of life. My dear son, “‘ know thou the God of 
thy father, and serve him with a perfect heart, and with 
a willing mind ; for the Lord searcheth all hearts, and 
understandeth all the imaginations of the thoughts. If 
thou seek him, he will be found of thee; but if thou 
forsake him, he will cast thee off forever. If then thine 
heart be wise, my heart shall rejoice, even mine.” 


CHARGE, 


By Rey. SAMUEL WALKER, or DANVERS. 


My Dear Sir, 


Tur great Head of the Church has given you this day, the 
desire of your heart. By prayer and the laying on of the hands 
of the Presby‘ery, you have been regularly constituted a minister 
of the everlasting gospel, and made the overseer of this flock. 
On an occasion so affecting, and of such unspeakable moment, 
we doubt not your heart is tremblingly alive to the magnitude of 
the work before you; and oppressed with the awful solemnity 
and high responsibility of the sacred office. Yet, in conformity 
to the practice of ordaining councils, you are now to listen toa 
summary of the solemn duties devolving on the minister of Christ. 

With affection and faithfulness, we charge you, before God, 
and the lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the 
dead, To take heed to the ministry that you fulfil it. ‘That you may 
be enabled to do so, you must deeply and often consider three 
apostolic injunctions : Take heed to thyself; Take heed to thy doc- 
trine; Take heed to the flock over which the Holy Ghost has made 
thee an overseer. 

Take heed to thyself. Your heart must be right with God. The 
minister of reconciliation must himself be reconciled to God, to his 
perfect Law, and to the method in which he redeems and saves 
mankind. The Ambassador of Christ must feel a supreme attach- 
ment to his Lord. The love of Christ must constrain him to de- 
vote himself to the service of his divine master, and be willing to 
labor and suffer for the glory of his name. He, who watches for 
souls, must love the souls of men, and feel that their redemption 
is precious. Indeed the christian pastor must be a good man, full 
of the Holy Ghost and of faith. 

All this we are persuaded you believe and feel. Let it appear 
then in your life, your conversation, your preaching, that your heart 
has been renewed; that the gospel has come to you, not in word 
only, but in power, and in the Holy Ghost. Cultivate in your 
heart all the virtues of the christian life. You are set for the 
defence of the gospel, and the most powerful defence you can 
make of its divine authority, and sanctifying power, is a holy life. 
Without this, all your efforts to recommend the gospel to others, 
will avail nothing. In all things shew thyself a pattern of good 
works, giving no offence in any thing that the mustry be not blamed. 
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Be an example of believers in word, in conversation, in charity, in 
spirit, in faith, in purity. Be humble; be prayerful, be cruerfied to 
the world, lve.near to God. Let your people feel that you are a 
devoted servant of Christ, a man of God, qualified, both by know- 
ledge and experience in the things of religion, to guide them in 
the right way. Ina word, let your life be a living commentary 
on the doctrine you teach. — 

In your private studies seek the aid of the Holy Spirit to en- 
lighten your mind and guide you into all truth. In your public 
exercises, if you would make others feel what you preach, you 
must feel it yourself. In all your pastoral duties, shew the spirit 
of him, who was meek and lowly in heart. 

Take heed to the doctrine, which you teach. Call no man master; 
one is your master, even Christ. Believe the sufficiency of the 
holy scriptures. Make them the rule of your faith and the guide 
of your preaching. By earnest prayer and diligent study, aim to 
possess just and clear conceptions of the truths, and precepts, 
the promises and threatenings of the sacred word, and speak only 
the things which become sound doctrine. 

Preach the word; preach it faithfully, umpressively and m us native 
simplicity and purity. Use not enticing words of man’s wisdom, but 
sound speech that cannot be condemned. Be not as many, which cor- 
rupt the word of God. Take heed that you preach the truth as ut as n 
Jesus. Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman, that 
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of iruth. — 

Exhibit before your people the true character of God, the per- 
fection and authority of hislaw. Inculcate those doctrines, which 
constitute the peculiarity of the gospel, and are the foundation of 
vital religion. Shew men, that by nature they are alienated from 
God and dead in sin; and the necessity of the Holy Spirit to re- 
new their hearts, and recover them to holiness, to the favor and 
enjoyment of their Creator. Point out the peculiar nature of 
that faith, which justifies the soul. Dwell much on the character 
and atonement of Jesus Christ and on his amazing love in shed- 
ding his blood for the remissic» of our sins. Point out clearly 
the distinction between the righteous and the wicked; and that 
an eternal separation will be made between these two classes of 
men in the future world. As an ambassador of Christ, you must 
beseech sinners.to become reconciled to God. As a watchman 
youare guard your people against the seductions of error and the 
temptations of the world, warning every man and teaching every 
man, that you may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus. 
Asa steward, you are to bring forth from the sacred treasury, 
things new and oldp.and adapt your instructions to the circum- 
stances and characters of your people. As a teacher in the 
church of God, you are to open and explain the scriptures, to de- 
clare the whole counsel of God; to shew men the way of life, and 
with affectionate solicitude, to use all prudent means to win them 
‘9 Christ; remembering the servant of the Lord must not strive, but 
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be gentle unto all men; apt to teach, patient in meekness, instruct- 
ing those that oppose themselves, if peradventure God would give 
them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth. As a minis- 
ter of Christ, you are to rule in the church, and with wisdom and 
holy resolution to maintain its order and discipline, and preserve 
its purity and peace; to conduct the solemnities of public worship 
in a devout and solemn manner, considering that holiness be- 
comes God’s house forever; to administer baptism and the Lord’s 
supper as the scriptures direct, and to bless the people in the 
name of the Lord. 

The things also, which thou hast received, the same commit 
thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also, re- 
membering the Apostolic injunction to lay hands suddenly on no 
man. 

Take heed also to the flock of which you are the appointed pas- 
tor. Know the state of your people, of every one of them, his 
character and habits, his trials and temptations, his prevailing 
temper and errers. How can the physician prescribe for his pa- 
tient unless he knows his disease! How can the spiritual guide 
adapt his instructions to the various conditions of his people, un- 
less he is acquainted with their moral state! How can he warn 
every man, and teach every man, unless he knows every man’s 
sins and errors? Like Paul, not only preach in public, but from 
house to house. Visit your people. Converse with them freely, 
affectionately and faithfully, on their spiritual concerns. Convince 
them that you are deeply concerned for their salvation; that you 
care for their souls. Seize every opportunity to awaken the 
eareless, to solve the doubts of the serious and guide the inquir- 
ing. Visit the sick and afflicted. Impart to them the admonition 
and consolation, their cases may demand; teach them how to 
make their troubles the means of preparing them for that world 
where sin and sorrow will never enter. Feed the sheep and 
lambs of Christ. Give milk to babes, and strong meat to men. 
Strengthen the weak, confirm the wavering, reclaim the wander- 
ing, and defend the flock from every foe, for you are not ignorant 
of satan’s devices. | 

Deeply impressed with the greatness of the work before you, 
is your heart ready to inquire, who is sufficient for these things? 
Remember the words of your ascended Redeemer, Lo I am with 
you always. My grace is sufficient for thee. Take hold of this 
precious encouragement. Be strong in the grace, that is in 
Christ Jesus. Put on the whole armorof God. Endure afflictions. 
Keep the faith. Make full proof of thy ministry. Be faithful 
unto death; and when the chief shepherd shall appear, you shall 
receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away. 


~ 


| 


RIGHT HAND OF FELLOWSHIP, 


By Rev. JOHN BOARDMAN, or WEST-BOYLSTON. 


My Dear Broruer, 


You have now been solemnly inducted into the office of a 
Christian Pastor. To the weighty emotions of your mind we are 
not insensible; for by a natural transition we revert to the season 
when we were separated to this important work and took upon 
ourselves the arduous duties of Christian Ministers. 


From the consequences connected with a faithful discharge of — 


duty, and the magnitude of the labor to which you are called, 
this is to you a day of trembling solicitude, and big with interest 
to this whole people. While you look to Him for support, who 
has said, my grace is sufficient for thee, may you find in the do- 
cility, love and confidence of this people, an ample recompence 
for your great concern. T[iinisters of Christ, who are connected 
by the same offices, engaged in the same duties, inspired by the 
same hopes and anticipating the same rewards, ought to be united 
by the ties of christian affection and love. This is essential to their 
comfort in the performance of their official duties and specially 
needful because of the trials they must endure. The preaching 
of the distinguishing truths of the gospel, in opposition to prevail- 
ing errors, in many instances, exposes the servant of Christ to 
the envenomed shafts of ridicule, and if he is not favored with 
the affectionate support of his brethren in the sacred office, his 
heart will sink within him, and depression will check the exer- 
tions of a mind naturally vigerous, and cool the benevolence of a 
heart fired with love for the souls of men. The edification of 
the church, and the general success of a Gospel Minister, is con- 
nected with the encouragement he receives from those who are 
ministers of Christ, and who, from local contiguity and similarity 
of religious sentiments, may be expected to strengthen his hands. 

Impressed with these ideas, this council, my brother, present 
to you the right hand of feilowship. By this, we acknowledge 
you as a minister of Christ, invested with authority as such, and 
possessed of the privileges and honors pertaining to that office. 
We consider you as a brother and fellow laborer, and proffer to you 
our countenance and support, in measures which shall further the 
interests of the Redeemer’s kingdom, and promote the prosperity 
of this church and people. By this ‘hand, we welcome you into 
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| listen to your instructions with profit and delight. 

You stand to day in the place of a late venerable servant of 
God, whose happiness was inseperably connected with the pros- 
perity of this people, and if the spirits of the just are permitted 
to visit this world, may we not suppose that “his spirit hovers 
about these altars” and mingles in the congratulations of this oc- 
casion, especially when we reflect upon the tender anxiety he 
expressed for the unanimity of this religious society, and the 
earnest desire that you should become their pastor and minister. 

You receive, my brother, to day, a church respectable for its 
numbers and attainments. May the power of your preaching, the 
prudence of your conduct, and the excellence of your example, 
long preserve harmony and peace within it. May the love and 
peace of this people be as the dew of Hermon; and as the dew 
upon the mountains of Zion, where the Lord commanded his 
blessing even life forevermore. | 

By this hand, this council express to you the high satisfaction 
with which they hail you as a partaker of the same ministry 
which we have received of the Lord Jesus. To most of them 
you will be neighbors, in whose prayers you will have an interest, 
and by whose ministerial intercourse and friendly aid, you will 
be strengthened in your work, and be better prepared to dis- 
charge the pleasing, though arduous duties of the sacred ministry. 
They hope to cultivate and cherish with you an endearing rela- 
tion; may it prove a mutual source of happiness and improve- 
ment. 

Should there be days of prosperity, when the Spirit of the 
Highest shall visit your people with a refreshing from his pre- 
sence, we shall rejoice with you and take courage. This coun- 
cil will hold up your hands, in their official capacity, and as your 
wisdom shall direct, will alleviate your burdens. Should you la- 
bor here for years with little evidence that the still small voice 
of God is among you, we shall lend you our sympathies and co- 
operate in any suitable measures, that God may be pleased to 
revive his work and enlarge and beautify this church. 

By this hand, my brother, we recognize you as a zealous, faith- 
ful and prudent minister of the Lord Jesus Christ, who will feed 
this church with wisdom and knowledge, and lead this people in 
the way of righteousness and peace. May your ministry be 
long, successful and happy; and having turned many to right- 
eousness, who shall constitute your crown of rejoicing, may you 
hereafter shine with them in the kingdom of Heaven. 

Christian friends, we have anticipated, with pleasing satisfac- 
tion, the transactions of this day, and we rejeice with you that 
the man of your choice is placed over you in the Lord. May his 
bow abide in strength, and his hands be made strong by the 
hands of the mighty God of Jacob. You receive, to day, an as- 
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cension gift. Esteem him highly in love for his work’s sake, and” 


account him worthy of double honor; and while he faithfully ad- ~ 


ministers to your spiritual wants, you will not be slow to minister 
to his temporal necessities. We-have acknowledged him as a 
pastor and brother, and by the same acts acknowledge you as 2 
regular church of our common Lord. As such, may the blessing 
of Heaven rest upon you. May the connection now formed be- 
tween you and your pastor be to mutual edification and promo- 
tive of the Divine Glory. 
Arise O Lord into thy rest, thou and the ark of thy strength: 
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Let thy priests be clothed with thy righteousness and let i: | 


gaints shout for joy. 
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